Train to Lead

Juvenile Offender and Victim Mediation
Every year hundreds of juveniles in Lincoln and Lancaster County commit offenses for the first time.  Many are required to make restitution and fulfill other diversion or probation requirements but it is rare for an offender to learn face-to-face of the impact their actions had on another individual or family.  Victims seldom have the opportunity to meet the youth who committed the offense and express their frustration and anger.  Apologies, forgiveness, and understanding are the exception rather than the rule in these cases.

Your help is needed.  Lancaster County Juvenile Offender and Victim Mediation needs additional volunteer mediators to increase capacity of this year-old restorative justice program that benefits victims of crime and young offenders alike.  

Responsibilities of volunteer mediators include all aspects of the mediation process.  

· Outreach – contact victim and offender, explain the program, and invite participation  

· Preparatory sessions – meet separately with offender and victim

· Mediation – conduct a dialogue with offender and victim, recording any written agreement, and completing all case reporting

Supervision of mediators is provided by the Mediation Center, a member of the Nebraska Mediation Center Association.

Extensive Training will be provided.  

· Each volunteer will receive the 30-hour Nebraska Mediation Association and Nebraska Office of Dispute Resolution Basic Mediation Training free of charge.  The course will qualify you to mediate a wide variety of other disputes.  The normal fee for this course is $850.  

· An additional 8 hours of Juvenile Restorative Justice and Victim Offender Dialogue training will be provided.

· Volunteers will be supervised by experienced mediators during their first cases.

· The only expense for mediators will be a $50 fee for materials.  

Qualifications for volunteer mediators include good communication skills and the ability to function in situations involving some tension or mistrust.

Applications will be accepted through March 31, 2010.  Training will be Tuesday, April 27 through Saturday – May 1. Training is 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.  Applications are available online at www.hsfed.org/

Juvenile Offender and Victim Mediation is being organized by The Religious Affinity Action Group of the Human Services Federation, in cooperation with Lancaster County.  

Contact Sara Hoyle, Juvenile Justice Coordinator, 441-8495, for more information.

